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Continuous No-Till Results from Actual Farmers

Looking at the data from 25 actual farmers provided through Nebraska Farmer
magazine news articles from July 2007 through June 2009, several general comments
can be made as identified from the large majority of these farmers*:

1) Yields have remained the same or increased. Some have increased as much as 33%.
2) Profitability has improved.

3) Soil quality has improved and soil erosion has decreased.

4) Soil moisture has increased and/or supplemental irrigation water has been decreased.
5) Saves on labor and fuel use.

*See attached spreadsheet

DEPUTY SECRETARY MERRIGAN ANNOUNCES FIRST
NATIONAL SIGN-UP FOR NEW CONSERVATION
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6, 2009 - Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan
today announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin
continuous sign-up for the new Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) on
August 10 with the first signup period cutoff scheduled for September 30. CSP is
a voluntary program that encourages agricultural and forestry producers to
maintain existing conservation activities and adopt additional ones on their
operations.

"This program will help the Nation's agricultural and forestry producers reach
greater levels of conservation performance, which will help protect our land and
water," Merrigan said. "The conservation benefits derived from maintaining and
enhancing natural resources will improve the quality of soil and water, assist in
addressing global climate change, and encourage environmentally responsible
energy production.”




The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) authorizes CSP.
Congress renamed and revamped the former Conservation Security Program
completely to improve its availability and appeal to agricultural and forestry
producers. USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) administers
CSP. Eligible lands include cropland, grassland, prairie, improved pastureland,
rangeland, non-industrial private forestland—a new land use for the program—
and agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe.

Eligible applicants may include individual landowners, legal entities, and Indian
tribes. The program will be offered to producers in all 50 states, District of
Columbia and the Pacific and Caribbean areas through continuous sign-ups.
Agricultural and forestry producers must submit applications by Sept. 30 to be
considered for funding in the first ranking period. Congress capped the annual
acreage enroliment at 12,769,000 acres for each fiscal year nationwide.

To apply for the newly revamped CSP, potential participants will be encouraged
to use a self-screening checklist first to determine whether the new program is
suitable for them or their operation. It will be available on NRCS Web sites and at
NRCS field offices. After self-screening, the producer's current and proposed
conservation practices are entered in the conservation measurement tool (CMT).
This tool estimates the level of environmental performance to be achieved by a
producer implementing and maintaining conservation activity. The conservation
performance estimated by the CMT will be used to rank applications. States will
determine their own priority resource concerns, one of the criteria that will be
used to rank applications. States will establish ranking pools to rank applications
with similar resource concerns.

NRCS field staff also will conduct on-site field verifications of applicants'
information obtained from the CMT. Once the potential participant has been field
verified and approved for funding, he or she must develop a conservation
stewardship plan.

For information about CSP, including eligibility requirements, producers can visit
www.nrcs.usda.gov/new_csp or visit their local NRCS field office.

USDA is finalizing the program's policies and procedures. The CSP interim final
rule, published in the Federal Register, is open for public comment through Sept.
28.

#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272(voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

CSP Public Meetings in the Papio-Missouri River NRD

August 25, 7:00pm — 8:30pm, First National Bank Northeast, Tekamah, NE
August 26, 10:00am — 11:30am, Chalco Hills Natural Resources Center, Omaha, NE
August 27, 10:00am — 11:30am, Natural Resources Service Center, Dakota City, NE




USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an

individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large

print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W,,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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